Frank Sloan
Psychology 110 Sec. 3


1. Ink pens made by Papermate will be more likely to last longer and need replaced less often, in standard conditions, than other similarly priced ink pens.


2. I would separate a sample of the Richland population into two groups. I would give Group A a new papermate ink pen at the beginning of the semester, and each time their pen quit working. Group B would be given replacement pens at those same intervals except that they could use the pen of their choosing (within the price range).


3. Group B would be considered the control group, as they were not receiving papermate ink pens, and were basically supporting “standard conditions”.


Group A would be considered the experimental group, as they would receive papermate pens and would not be allowed to use any other pens during the period.

The independent variable in this experiment would be the type of ink pen used, as that is the factor in which we are manipulating.

The length of time between which pens would need to be replaced in the experiment could be considered a dependent variable, as this would be dependent on the independent variables.


4. A couple of good ways to limit the effects of outside factors on this experiment could be to Choose a sample that has similar classes, therefore facilitating equal workloads for the independent variables; or The researcher could require the independent variable not be used outside of the classroom.
